
 

What to Wear to Thanksgiving Dinner | Chic 
Outfit Ideas 
You have the date, the menu  and maybe even the pie. Now you need an outfit. If you are 
staring at your closet and wondering what to wear to Thanksgiving dinner, you are in good 
company. It is part holiday, part family gathering and part marathon meal.The short answer is 
simple. Wear something polished, comfortable and warm in a fall color you like. For extra cozy 
inspiration, see these Thanksgiving outfit  as well. A sweater dress with boots or dark jeans with 
a silk blouse and blazer, works almost anywhere.​
​

  

This guide covers outfit formulas, situations, pieces, shoes, colors and the questions people ask 
most. Pick what fits your day and skip the rest. 

Quick Overview |  What to Wear to Thanksgiving Dinner 

The best outfit for Thanksgiving dinner is comfortable, wellfitting  and a little dressier than 
everyday clothes. Think knits, soft trousers, midi skirts and boots in warm fall colors. Add one or 
two accessories and keep a layer nearby for temperature changes. 

●​ Pick the dress code first. Casual, dressy casual  or formal changes everything. 
●​ Choose stretch and softness. You will sit and eat for hours. 
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●​ Stick to warm colors. Burgundy, rust, olive, camel and chocolate brown are safe. 
●​ Wear shoes you can stand in. Hosts and guests are on their feet more than expected. 

Thanksgiving Dress Codes at a Glance 

Use this table to match your outfit to the kind of dinner you are attending. 

Dress Code Outfit Formula Shoe Options Best Colors 

Casual Dark jeans, chunky 
sweater, scarf 

Ankle boots, clean 
sneakers 

Camel, cream, rust 

Dressy casual Sweater dress or satin 
blouse with trousers 

Loafers, block heels, 
tall boots 

Burgundy, olive, 
chocolate brown 

Formal Velvet or satin midi dress, 
tailored blazer 

Polished flats, low 
heels 

Emerald, wine, navy 

Restaurant Wrap dress or silk blouse 
with slim trousers 

Heeled ankle boots Black, deep green, 
plum 

Hosting Stretch knit dress or dark 
jeans with a top 

Supportive flats or 
boots 

Dark or patterned 
fabrics 

Meeting his 
parents 

Midi dress or trousers with 
a soft sweater 

Low block heels or 
loafers 

Navy, burgundy, soft 
neutrals 

What to Wear to Thanksgiving Dinner If You Don't Know the 
Dress Code 

If you do not know the dress code, choose dressy casual. That means dark jeans or soft 
trousers with a nice top or a simple knit dress with boots. It looks right at a relaxed table and still 
holds up at a formal one. 

The easiest fix is to ask the host. A quick text like Are we dressing up or keeping it casual? 
saves stress. If you cannot ask, dress one step above the most casual guest. You can always 
remove a blazer, but you cannot add polish once you arrive. 

To avoid looking overdressed, keep fabrics relaxed and accessories light. Cotton, brushed knits 
and corduroy read casual. Satin, velvet and tailored wool read dressy. Mixing one of each, like a 
satin skirt with a chunky sweater, lands in the middle. 

What to Wear to Thanksgiving Dinner by Situation 



As a guest at a home: Wear dressy casual in soft fabrics, such as jeans with a nice blouse or a 
knit dress with boots. If you plan to help in the kitchen, skip white and long dangling sleeves. 

At a nice restaurant: Choose a wrap dress, a silk blouse with slim trousers  or a knit midi dress 
with heeled ankle boots. Restaurants are often warm and crowded, so wear layers that come off 
easily. 

At a country club: Choose a classic, tailored look, such as a midi dress or a pleated skirt with a 
fine-knit sweater. Add polished flats or low heels and check the clubs dress code if you are 
unsure. 

At church: Choose modest, comfortable clothing, such as a midi dress with sleeves or tailored 
trousers with a blouse. Customs differ between communities, so ask someone who attends if 
you are new. 

At a potluck: Go casual and practical. Dark jeans, a cozy sweater and boots give you room to 
carry dishes. Choose fabrics that handle spills. 

At work: Dress one step above your usual work outfit, like a polished job interview  with a festive 
touch. A blazer, knit dress or tailored trousers with a soft top look professional and festive. 

On a first meeting with his parents: Choose a polished, modest and warm outfit, such as a midi 
dress or trousers with a soft sweater. If you are unsure, lean slightly dressier. 

In a warm climate: Swap heavy knits for linen blends, cotton wrap dresses and light trousers in 
fall colors. Add a light cardigan for air-conditioned rooms. 

With a Black Friday shopping trip: Pack comfortable shoes and layers. Dark jeans and a soft 
sweater work for dinner and the next morning. 

The Best Pieces and Fabrics for Thanksgiving Outfits 

These pieces are cozy, flexible and easy to layer. If you ever feel you have nothing to wear, start 
here, because most are probably already in your closet. 

●​ Cardigan: A long cardigan, worn open over a fitted top or knit dress, makes any outfit 
look finished. 

●​ Turtleneck: Tuck it into a midi skirt or wide leg trousers. It needs very little jewelry. 
●​ Satin skirt: Balance the shine with a chunky sweater and tall boots. 
●​ Corduroy pants: Brown or rust corduroy looks relaxed but intentional, especially at 

casual dinners. 
●​ Wrap dress: It adjusts to your shape and stays comfortable after a big meal. 
●​ Knit midi dress: It feels like wearing a sweater and dresses up easily with jewelry. 
●​ Ankle boots: A block heel or flat sole works with almost everything. 
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●​ Knee-high boots: Pair them with a midi hemline or slim pants  and make sure they zip 
comfortably while seated. 

●​ Leather jacket: It adds a modern edge over a knit dress or sweater with dark jeans. 
●​ Poncho or wrap: It keeps you warm and comes off easily if the house heats up. 

What Shoes to Wear to Thanksgiving Dinner 

The best shoes for Thanksgiving dinner are comfortable, closed toe and easy to walk in. Ankle 
boots, loafers and low block heels are the most reliable. Pick a pair you have already worn so 
blisters do not ruin the evening. 

Match shoes to the dress code. Sneakers and flat boots suit casual dinners, loafers and block 
heels suit dressy casual and polished flats suit formal events. If you are hosting, choose 
supportive flats. If you walk on grass or ice, pick a lower heel with good grip. 

What to Wear to Thanksgiving Dinner When It s Cold 

When it is cold, dress in layers. Start with a soft base, add a sweater or cardigan and finish with 
a warm coat. Wear tights or leggings under dresses and skirts. 

Cold does not have to mean bulky. A thin merino sweater, a fine knit dress and a long wool coat 
keep you warm and look sleek. Homes with many guests and a hot oven often feel warm, so 
wear a layer you can remove without ruining the outfit underneath. 

Thanksgiving Outfit Colors That Work 

Warm, deep colors suit Thanksgiving best, but choose shades that flatter you. 

●​ Forest green: Rich and elegant in velvet, knits or trousers. Pair it with camel and gold. 
●​ Camel and cream: A soft, expensive looking pair. Keep cream away from the kitchen. 
●​ Navy: A polished alternative to black. It looks classic with brown boots. 
●​ Chocolate brown: H and Ms winter 2026 style guide highlights deep browns and warm 

blacks as key colors. Wear brown in suede, knit or leather. 
●​ Plum and eggplant: Rich and slightly unexpected, especially in satin or velvet. 
●​ Mustard yellow: Bright but seasonal. Use it in small doses, like a scarf or cardigan. 
●​ Black and gold: Sleek and festive. Add gold earrings or a belt. 
●​ All neutrals: Mix knit, suede and wool so the look stays interesting. 

Can you wear black to Thanksgiving dinner? Yes. Black is classic and hides spills. Make it 
festive with gold jewelry, a burgundy scarf or brown boots. 



How to Dress Comfortably for Thanksgiving Dinner and Still 
Look Nice 

To dress comfortably and still look nice, choose stretch fabrics, a forgiving waist, and a polished 
top layer. Knit dresses, soft trousers  and wide leg pants give you room to eat. A blazer or long 
cardigan dresses them up instantly. 

Comfort matters because it is a big meal. The Calorie Control Council has estimated around 
3,000 calories at the dinner itself, while the New York Times calculated closer to 2,500. Either 
way, avoid stiff waistbands and tight clothing and choose jersey, ponte and soft knits. 

Thanksgiving Outfits by Age, Body Type and Life Stage 

The best outfit is one that fits well and feels like you. 

●​ Women over 30: Mix classic and trendy pieces, such as a tailored blazer, wide leg 
trousers and a fitted knit. 

●​ Women with a tummy: Choose empire waist dresses, wrap styles or long, flowy sweaters 
in mid weight fabrics that skim instead of cling. Wear what makes you feel good. 

●​ Tall women: Long midi dresses, wide leg pants and longer coats look great. Check tall 
sizing for sleeves and hems. 

●​ Plus size curvy women: Look for stretch and structure, such as ponte and crepe. Wrap 
dresses and A line midi dresses create balanced shapes. 

●​ New moms: Choose soft, stretchy, washable pieces, like a knit dress or a loose cardigan 
with leggings. 

●​ Pregnant guests: Wear stretchy maternity dresses in breathable fabrics and supportive, 
cushioned shoes. 

●​ Grandmas: Soft knits, tailored trousers, and easy to wear cardigans with a brooch or 
pearl earrings look classic and comfortable. 

●​ College students coming home: Dark jeans, a nice sweater and clean boots work, plus a 
blazer if the family dresses up. 

Thanksgiving Outfit Styles and Aesthetics 

You can borrow from popular style trends without a new wardrobe. 

Quiet luxury relies on high quality basics in neutral tones with no loud logos, such as a 
cashmere sweater, tailored trousers, and leather loafers. For more ideas in this direction, 
browse these chic outfits that show how simple pieces can look elevated. 

French girl style is effortless a striped knit, straight jeans, a blazer and ballet flats. Coastal 
grandmother is soft and relaxed, with cream knits and linen trousers. Elegant looks use clean 
lines and one statement piece. Minimalist looks use few colors and simple shapes. Country 



style mixes plaid, denim and boots. Vintage looks use pleated skirts, bow blouses and tweed. 
Modest outfits cover the shoulders, knees and neckline in a way that feels comfortable to you, 
using layers and rich fabrics. 

Accessories, Jewelry and a Quick Outfit Checklist 

The right accessories turn a simple outfit into a festive one. Choose one statement item, such 
as a silk scarf, gold hoops or a brooch on a blazer and keep the rest simple. Bracelets and rings 
that jingle can be noisy at a crowded table, so keep them minimal. A small crossbody or 
structured bag keeps your hands free for plates and hugs.​

  

Before you walk out the door, run through this quick checklist: 

1.​ Sit down in your outfit. If the waist pinches or the skirt rides up, change it. 
2.​ Check the temperature. Bring a layer you can add or remove. 
3.​ Look at the fabric. Avoid anything that wrinkles badly in the car or shows every spill. 
4.​ Test your shoes. Walk around the house for a few minutes first. 
5.​ Keep one backup. A spare pair of flats or a stain wipe can save the evening. 

If you can say yes to all five, you are ready. A well mchosen outfit should feel invisible, so you 
can enjoy the day instead of adjusting your clothes. 



Related Occasions Around Thanksgiving 

●​ Friendsgiving potluck: Dark jeans, a cozy sweater, and boots. 
●​ Thanksgiving brunch: A knit dress or trousers with a pretty blouse. 
●​ Thanksgiving eve: A satin skirt with a fitted sweater or a leather jacket over a dress. 
●​ Couples and matching family outfits: Share a color story, like burgundy and cream, 

instead of matching exactly. 

Interesting Facts About Thanksgiving and Dressing for It 

1.​ Thanksgiving falls on the fourth Thursday of November. In 2026, that date is November 
26. 

2.​ Abraham Lincoln proclaimed a national day of Thanksgiving in 1863, during the Civil 
War. 

3.​ A law passed in 1941 fixed the holiday on the fourth Thursday of November. Before that, 
the date was set by proclamation each year. 

4.​ The Macy's Thanksgiving Day Parade began in 1924. Many families watch it in the 
morning, so comfort matters. 

5.​ The Detroit Lions have played on Thanksgiving since 1934. Football often runs in the 
background at gatherings. 

6.​ Calorie estimates vary. The Calorie Control Council estimated about 3,000 calories at 
the dinner, while the New York Times calculated closer to 2,500. 

7.​ Pinterest reported that "baggy suit" searches rose 90% in its 2026 predictions, pointing 
to relaxed blazers and trousers. 

Conclusion 

Choosing what to wear to Thanksgiving dinner does not need to be stressful. Start with the 
dress code, pick a comfortable fabric in a warm fall color, and add a layer and a simple 
accessory. A sweater dress, wide-leg trousers, or dark jeans with a blazer will take you almost 
anywhere. 

Dress a little above the most casual guest and choose stretch and comfort. For more outfit ideas 
across seasons and occasions, visit Stylish Women and save your favorites. Most of all, wear 
shoes you can stand in, because when you feel good in your outfit, you can focus on the food 
and the people around you. 

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

Is it okay to wear jeans to Thanksgiving dinner? 
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Yes, jeans are fine for most Thanksgiving dinners if they are dark, well fitting  and free of rips. 
Dress them up with a silk blouse, soft sweater or blazer and add boots or loafers. For a formal 
dinner, choose trousers or a dress. 

What should I wear to Thanksgiving dinner if I do not know the dress code? 

Choose dressy casual, such as dark jeans or soft trousers with a nice top or a simple knit dress 
with boots. Add a blazer or cardigan you can remove. If possible, ask the host and dress one 
step above the most casual guest. 

Can you wear black to Thanksgiving dinner? 

Yes, black is perfectly acceptable. It is classic and hides spills. Keep it festive with warm 
touches, such as gold jewelry, a burgundy scarf or brown boots. 

What shoes should I wear to Thanksgiving dinner? 

Comfortable closed toe shoes work best, such as ankle boots, loafers, block heels or polished 
flats. Choose a pair you have already worn, since you may stand and walk for hours. If you are 
hosting, wear supportive flats. 

What should I wear to Thanksgiving dinner when it's cold? 

Dress in layers: a soft base, a sweater or cardigan and a warm coat. Wear tights or leggings 
under dresses and skirts and add a scarf and gloves. Remove outer layers once you arrive, 
since homes can feel warm. 
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