
How Can Women’s Clergy Dresses 
Coordinate With Advent’s Purple 

and Rose Traditions? 
 

On the Saturday before the third Sunday of Advent, a pastor lays her clothes 
out on the guest bed and spots the problem. For two weeks she has worn the 
same deep plum dress, and the congregation has grown used to it. Tomorrow 
is Gaudete Sunday, the Sunday of rose, and the only rose she owns is a faded 
scarf from a youth retreat. A whole new dress for a single Sunday is hard to 
justify, and the store closes in an hour. 

Advent is short, but the color changes in the middle, and a minister has to look 
right on all four Sundays, in candlelight, beside a wreath, and again at the 
Christmas Eve service a few days later. Most advice online stops at "wear 
purple." Few guides explain how to handle the rose Sunday, which stoles to 
switch, or how to stretch one wardrobe across the whole season. 

With that in mind, women's clergy dresses can coordinate with Advent's 
purple and rose traditions without a closet full of new pieces. The sections 
below start with a quick answer, then explain what the colors mean, lay out a 
plan for all four Sundays, compare shades, rose options, stoles and collars, and 
finish with advice on candles, light and where to shop. 

https://eclergys.com/collections/designer-clergy-dresses


 

Can Women's Clergy Dresses Coordinate With 
Advent's Purple and Rose? 

Quick answer: Yes. Wear deep purple or plum on the first, second and fourth 
Sundays of Advent, then switch to rose, or to a dark dress with rose accents, 
on Gaudete Sunday, the third. A stole, scarf or cape handles most of the 
change, and a clerical collar keeps the look consistent. Some churches use 
blue instead of purple, so confirm your church's color first. 

Key points at a glance: 

●​ Purple or violet marks preparation, repentance and watchfulness in 
weeks one, two and four 

●​ Rose marks joy on the third Sunday, so it works best as a stole, an 
accent or a dress worn once 

●​ One structured dress or suit can carry the whole season when the stole 
changes 

●​ Gold or silver trim sits well with both purple and rose 
●​ Advent begins on November 29 this year, so settle your pieces now 
●​ Check whether your tradition expects blue in place of purple 



What Do Purple and Rose Mean in the Season of 
Advent? 

Purple, sometimes called violet, is the color of the season's solemn side. It 
stands for preparation, repentance, royalty and watchfulness as the church 
waits for the coming of Christ. Rose belongs to Gaudete Sunday, named for the 
Latin word for rejoice, and it signals joy and the nearness of Christmas, a brief 
lightening of the mood. In Catholic practice a priest wears purple at most 
Advent Masses and rose on the third Sunday, and many Anglican, Lutheran and 
Methodist churches follow similar patterns. Some Protestant and Anglican 
churches use deep blue instead of purple to stress hope, and a few use both. 
None of this is a rulebook for every pulpit, so ask your church what it uses 
before you buy. 

How Can You Plan Four Sundays of Advent Around 
One Wardrobe? 

A simple week-by-week plan keeps the outfit changes small. The dates below 
are for 2026: 

Sunday Date Color What to wear 

First Sunday November 
29 

Purpl
e 

Plum or deep purple dress or suit, purple 
stole, standard collar 

Second Sunday December 
6 

Purpl
e 

Same base, with a different stole or a 
lighter purple scarf 

Third Sunday 
(Gaudete) 

December 
13 

Rose Rose stole or scarf over the same base, 
or a rose dress 

Fourth Sunday December 
20 

Purpl
e 

Back to purple, with gold trim or accents 

Notice that the base garment barely changes. The stole and the accent carry 
the season, which is the most practical way to dress when you also lead 
midweek services and visits. The best clergy wear women choose for Advent 
is a well-made base that repeats well. After the fourth Sunday most churches 
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move to white or gold for Christmas Eve and Christmas Day, so plan that piece 
now too. 

Ladies Clergy Dresses: Which Shades of Purple Work 
Best? 

Purple covers a wide range, and the shade matters more than people expect. 
Deep plum and red-purple read as rich and serious, which suits the penitential 
tone of weeks one, two and four. Roman purple is a classic liturgical choice and 
looks clearly purple in daylight. Very light lavender can look like a spring outfit 
and loses the solemnity. Ladies clergy dresses in a structured fabric such as 
tropical suiting hold their shape through a long service, and satin trim adds a 
little glow without shine. If you are unsure, hold the fabric next to your church's 
purple altar cloth and choose the shade that sits comfortably beside it. 

 

Clergy Dresses for Women: How Do You Handle 
Gaudete Sunday's Rose? 



Rose is the hard one, because you wear it once. You have three sensible 
options. First, buy a rose dress or suit if your church wears full rose and you 
will use it every year. Second, keep your purple or black clergy dress and add a 
rose stole, scarf or collar insert. Third, wear a neutral dress and let rose 
accessories carry the moment. A pink clergy shirt under a dark jacket is a quiet 
version of the same idea. Rose can also look washed out under bright lights, so 
pick a shade with a little depth rather than a pale pink. 

Clergy Dress for Women: Can Stoles and Accessories 
Do the Color Work? 

Yes, and they are the cheapest way to cover the season. Swap or layer by 
week: 

●​ Weeks one, two and four: a purple stole, ideally with Advent motifs such 
as stars, prophets or the Advent wreath 

●​ Gaudete Sunday: a rose stole, or one with rose and gold highlights 
●​ Detachable capes, scarves or neckwear: adjust the shade between violet 

and rose without a full change 
●​ Trim and jewelry: modest gold or silver bridges both palettes, with a 

small cross at the collar 

Stoles carry meaning, and some denominations limit them to ordained 
ministers, so check your church's custom before adding one. If a stole is not 
allowed in your setting, a scarf or the dress color itself can carry the season 
instead. 

Clergy Dresses With Collar: What Should You Know 
About Collars and Shirt Colors? 

A dress with a collar insert keeps you recognizable through every color 
change, because the collar stays constant while the season moves around it. A 
black tab or neckband collar suits both purple and rose. Purple clergy shirts 
need more care. In Catholic and Anglican use a purple shirt usually marks a 
bishop, while some Protestant churches wear purple shirts or tabs as seasonal 
color during Advent and Lent. If you are not sure what your tradition expects, 
stay with black and let the dress, stole and accents carry the color. 



How Do You Dress for Candles, Dim Light and Long 
Services? 

Advent services often use candlelight, and a few details change because of it. 
Deep purple can look almost black in low light, so a little trim or a lighter stole 
helps the color show. Avoid long flowing sleeves or loose fabric near the 
Advent wreath, and keep a hem that clears steps in the dark. Choose 
breathable cloth for a warm sanctuary packed with Christmas visitors, and 
wear shoes you can stand in through a long carol service. Steam the outfit the 
night before, because a dress worn on three Sundays needs to look fresh each 
time. 

Should You Visit Clergy Stores Near Me or Order 
Online Before Advent? 

Many ministers begin with a search for clergy stores near me, hoping to see the 
purple in person. That can help, but specialist shops may be few depending on 
where you live, and stock in less common shades can run thin close to the 
season. Ordering online gives you more cuts, shades and sizes to compare. 
eClergys offers women's clergy dresses and suit sets in sizes 8 through 30, a 
Roman purple suit at around $159, and clergy shirts in colors including pink. 
Whichever route you choose, check the exact shade name, the lining and the 
return policy, and ask about delivery time. With Advent starting on November 
29, you have under four weeks, so decide now. 

Final Thoughts 

Women's clergy dresses coordinate well with Advent when you treat the dress 
as a steady base and let the stole, scarf and accents change with the season. 
Wear purple or plum for the first, second and fourth Sundays, bring in rose for 
Gaudete Sunday, and keep the collar and trim consistent. Check your church's 
colors first, since some use blue. Clergy wear women rely on for Advent should 
handle candlelight, long services and a quick turn to white for Christmas. 
Whether you start with clergy stores near me or order online, decide early and 
choose a shade you will be glad to wear again next year. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

https://eclergys.com/


What does purple mean in liturgical colors? 

Purple stands for penitence, preparation and royalty, and it is used mainly in 
Advent and Lent. 

What color do priests wear for Advent? 

Priests wear purple on most Advent Sundays and rose on Gaudete Sunday, the 
third Sunday. 

What does a purple clergy shirt mean? 

In Catholic and Anglican use it usually marks a bishop, while some churches 
use it as seasonal color. 

What does it mean when a Catholic priest wears purple? 

It signals penance and preparation, so purple vestments appear in Advent, in 
Lent and for confession. 

What color is worn on Gaudete Sunday? 

Rose is worn on Gaudete Sunday, the third Sunday of Advent, to mark joy. 

 
 
 
 
 


	How Can Women’s Clergy Dresses Coordinate With Advent’s Purple and Rose Traditions? 
	Can Women's Clergy Dresses Coordinate With Advent's Purple and Rose? 
	What Do Purple and Rose Mean in the Season of Advent? 
	How Can You Plan Four Sundays of Advent Around One Wardrobe? 
	Ladies Clergy Dresses: Which Shades of Purple Work Best? 
	Clergy Dresses for Women: How Do You Handle Gaudete Sunday's Rose? 
	Clergy Dress for Women: Can Stoles and Accessories Do the Color Work? 
	Clergy Dresses With Collar: What Should You Know About Collars and Shirt Colors? 
	How Do You Dress for Candles, Dim Light and Long Services? 
	Should You Visit Clergy Stores Near Me or Order Online Before Advent? 
	Final Thoughts 
	Frequently Asked Questions 
	What does purple mean in liturgical colors? 
	What color do priests wear for Advent? 
	What does a purple clergy shirt mean? 
	What does it mean when a Catholic priest wears purple? 
	What color is worn on Gaudete Sunday? 



